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Social Stewardship: A Believer’s Higher Calling  

“And all who believed were together and had all things in common.”- Acts 2:44 (ESV) 

Social stewardship was a core value of the early church.  It is demonstrated on how 

they cared for the needs of one another.  The biblical depiction of this act of selfless 

generosity and compassion is direct response to the teachings of the disciples to the 

early church in its infancy. 

Social Stewardship is about More than Money 

Stewardship for believers extends beyond how well one handles money and resources.  

It goes well beyond the realm of giving tithes and offerings, even alms to the poor. 

Social Stewardship Levels the Playing Field 

Social stewardship allows God’s people to have “all things in common” Social status is 

equalized by selling their land and possessions, and then distributing the proceed 

among each other (Acts 4:34-35, ESV). “There was not a needy person among them,” 

according to Acts 4:34 (ESV). 

Social Stewardship is a Christian’s Higher Calling 

Social stewardship allows a believer to become more like Christ.  “Love does no wrong 

to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:10, ESV).  

Believers can truly fulfill the law of Christ to exhibit and embody love.  

Social Stewardship Requires Self-Evaluation:  

A believer’s self-evaluation of his or her social stewardship boils down to: 

✓ The believer’s ASPIRATIONS 

✓ The believer’s ATTITUDE 

✓ The believer’s ACTIONS 

Things to Remember: 

• Social stewardship was a core value upheld by the early church. 

• Social stewardship allows the believer to exhibit and embody love like Christ. 

• Social stewardship requires self-evaluation of the believer. 

 

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? - Micah 6:8 (ESV) 

-  

True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar; it comes to see that an edifice 

which produces beggars needs restructuring. ― Martin Luther King Jr. 

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and 

widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 

 – James 1:27 (ESV) 
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