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Daniel Chapter 3: The Fiery Furnace 
 

Daniel chapter 3 covers a pivotal point during the Babylonian rule of King 
Nebuchadnezzar. He has set up a huge idol erected for the purpose of national worship. 
He calls all the people of any type of authority under his rule and lays out a decree for 

“fall down and worship the golden image,” according to verse 5. 
 

7 Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, 
bagpipe, and every kind of music, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and 

worshiped the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
Daniel 3:7 (ESV) 

 

1. Based upon the Babylonian rule, does requiring idol worship seem like a 
natural fit for that kingdom? 

2.  Revisit verses 4-7. What was required when the music sounded? 

3. Who came forward and brought accusations against the Jews in the king’s 
service? And what were their accusations? 

4. How did the king react to the accusations made against Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego?  

5. How did the three men respond to the king’s inquiry of them? How is this 
refusal to compromise despite the ruler and his authority?  

6. What punishment were these men sentenced by the king due to their 
refusal to participate in idol worship? 

7. Once in the fiery furnace, what happened to the three men? What did 
others see happening in the furnace? 

8. Do you find the king’s reaction peculiar to what he saw in the furnace? 

9. How did the king treat the three men once they came out of the fiery 
furnace? What did he declare about “the god of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego?” 

10.What does this lesson teach you about standing your ground in refusal to 
compromise, even when facing the powerful and their earthly authority? 

 


