
Jeremiah Journey Week 8 

Join us for Live at Lunch Bible Study Weekly on Wednesdays at 11 AM PST 

 

The Opening Lines of Jeremiah Chapter 8  
 

This chapter opens with an eerie depiction of the bones of various people being removed from 
their graves and spread out, “not to be gathered nor buried; they shall be like refuse on the 
face of the earth” (v. 2). Verse 3 counters with the observation of this generation of people 
having chosen death over life. Just this section of the chapter provides a picture of God’s 

people walking on the edge between life and death. 
Why has this people slidden 
back. . .They hold fast to 
deceit, They refuse to return. 
Jeremiah 8:5 (NKJV) 

REPENTANCE 
Hebrew nacham, meaning 
“to be eased or comforted” 
Used in a similar sense to 

metanoia in the New 
Testament with a definition 

of “a change of mind.” 

No one has repented to his 
wickedness 
Jeremiah 8:6 (NKJV) 
 
Were they ashamed when 
they had committed 
abomination? 
Jeremiah 8:12 (NKJV) 

I will surely consume them, 
says the Lord. . . 
Jeremiah 8:13 (NKJV) 
 
For behold, I will send 
serpents among you, vipers 
which cannot be charmed, 
And they shall bite you, says 
the Lord. 
Jeremiah 8:17 (NKJV) 

God’s Provoked Anger 
and the Prophet’s Sorrow 
 
In verse 19, we see God 
questioning His people 
regarding provoking Him. He 
lay the blame on their 
“carved images- with foreign 
idols.” It is this verse that 
centers between Jeremiah’s 
sorrow and personal lament. 

I will comfort myself in 
sorrow; My heart is faint in 
me. 
Jeremiah 8:18 (NKJV) 
 
. . . I am hurt. I am 
mourning. Astonishment has 
taken hold of me. 
Jeremiah 8:21 (NKJV) 

No Balm in Gilead 
 

Is there no balm in Gilead? 
Is there no physician there? 

Jeremiah 8:22 (NKJV) 
 

Think of a balm as a salve, an ointment for applying to a wound, or a medicine preparation to 
soothe, health, protect or cure. Gilead was known for its production of a balm for healing. This 

perspective is further evidence the sentiments expressed in Jeremiah 43:11; 46:11; 51:8. 
 

What we do learn is that there is no cure for the condition suffered by Israel and Judah other 
than to repent and return to God. 

https://youtu.be/zlqpyxeApY4

