
The Jeremiah Journey: Week 5 

For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have dealt very treacherously with me, 

says the Lord. 

Jeremiah 5:11 (NKJV) 
 

Opening Lines: verses 1-2 
God instructs Jeremiah to go and see if he can find anyone who “executes judgment” 

and “seeks the truth.” He continues by saying that He will pardon the nation if Jeremiah 

finds anyone who does so. But He encapsulates the opening lines of this chapter with 

verse 2, saying: “Though they say, ‘As the Lord lives,’ surely they swear falsely.” His 

warning to Jeremiah is that such a search is futile due to the nation’s falsehood. 
 

Transgressions and Treachery from the Holy Nation 

In verses 4 and 5, God simply calls the people “poor” and “foolish” due to their lack of 

understanding of “the way of the Lord, the judgment of their God.” He speaks on their 

multitude of transgressions and increased backslidings, pointing out that their idolatry 

and adultery must not go unpunished.  
 

They have lied about the Lord… 

Jeremiah 5:12 (NKJV) 
 

God’s response to Israel and Judah is to make His words like fire in the mouth of the 

prophet and to make His people like wood, allowing His very words to devour them. He 

describes how a nation from the North shall invade and destroy Israel (verse 15-17).  

 

Nevertheless, in those days, says the lord, I will not make a complete end of you. 

Jeremiah 5:18 (NKJV) 
 

God condemns Israel to endure a sentence that will not be “a complete end.” They will 

serve aliens in a foreign land as their captives. He calls out both the house of Jacob and 

the house of Judah as “foolish people” with “a defiant and rebellious heart.” He depicts 

their punishment as destructive without utterly and totally destroying them. 
 

. . . And your sins have withheld good from you. 

-Jeremiah 5:25 (NKJV) 
 

God points out that his people have “surpassed the deeds of the wicked,” failing to plead 

the cause of the fatherless and to defend the right of the needy (v. 28). Their sins 

amount to what he calls an “astonishing and horrible thing” in the land (v. 30). He ends 

the chapter with an indicting inquiry: “But what will you do in the end?”  
 

But what will you do in the end? 
Imagine the astonishment of Israel and Judah as the wrath of God grows increasingly 
real for them. The patience of God has run thin and His punishment for their sins is 

near and inevitable.  
 


