
No Shepherds to Feed Them 
Jeremiah 10:21 

Jeremiah Journey Week 10 

As we enter chapter 10, we see a continuous contrast between the idolatry 

of the people (verses 1-5, 8-9, 14-15) and the true God of Israel (verses 6-7, 

10, 12-13). The flow of the chapter seems to make an abrupt turn at verse 

16, stating plainly: “. . . For He is the Maker of all things . . .” (NKJV). From 

that point on, the chapter dives into the coming destruction of the 

inhabitants of the land and ends with the prophet’s pleading prayer. 

The Warning of the Wrath 

For the shepherds have become dull-hearted, 

And have not sought the Lord (v.21, NKJV) 

While laying out the impending doom set to sweep throughout the land, 

God points out the lack of responsibility among the shepherds of God’s 

people. In the New International Version, God simply says that “The 

shepherds are senseless.” He points out their failure to inquire of the Lord 

and that leading to them losing their flocks. 

But God Himself had said that we give them shepherds according to His 

own heart (Jeremiah 3:15). How could this happen? How could those who 

served as shepherds fail to fulfill their ministry among the people of God? 

Understand the Role and Its Responsibilities 

Know well the condition of your flocks,  

and give attention to your herds  

Proverbs 27:23 (ESV) 

 

God’s Word uses the metaphor for shepherds for good reason. Shepherds 

tend to the flock and watch over their herds. The role of the shepherd 

comes with the responsibility of caring for the flock, feeding the flock, 

guarding the flock, and leading the flock to green pastures and still waters. 

The shepherd has primary responsibility to make sure that the flock is fed 

and led. 

 

What God is saying is that those whose primary role and responsibility were 

to care for the flock of God did not do so. They did not seek out the Lord’s 



guidance. They did not properly care for the Lord’s flock. They lost sight of 

their own role as the shepherds of God. They lost sight of their main 

responsibility as shepherds assigned by God. 

 

If you are not being spiritually fed, then that ministry is spiritually dead. 

 

Failing the Flock Leads to Losing the Flock 

This is what the Lord GOD says: “Behold, I am against the shepherds, and 

I will demand My sheep from them and make them stop tending sheep 

Ezekiel 34:10 (NASB) 

 

This is not a new phenomenon according to the Scriptures. Isaiah spoke of 

something similar when he said: “Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the 

oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the 

widow” (Isaiah 1:17). But it might be Ezekiel which offers the best 

indication of the results of the relinquishment of the responsibility attached 

to the role of the shepherd in Ezekiel 34:1-10. 

 

In Ezekiel, we see God confronting the shepherds before stripping them of 

their responsibility regarding the flock. God questions the very task of 

feeding the flock in the hands of the shepherds. He points out that the 

shepherds have not fed the flock and did not seek or search for them once 

they scattered. 

 

They were scattered for lack of a shepherd, and when they were scattered 

they became food for all the wild beasts. 

Ezekiel 34:5 (NIV) 

 

The lack of spiritual leadership and guidance left the flock at the mercy of 

“all the wild beasts.” The flock became prey to be preyed upon as the 

shepherds simply fed themselves and not those they were called upon to 

care for and feed with knowledge and understanding. Since this is the 

condition that the shepherds had left the flock in, they found themselves at 

odds with God Himself and God demanded His flock back from them. 

Therefore, what we read in Jeremiah10:21 merely opens the floodgates 

regarding God’s intent for His flock and His shepherds. 

 



God’s Intention for His Flock 

And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with 

knowledge and understanding. 

Jeremiah 3:15 (ESV) 

 

The problem with comparing Jeremiah 10:21 and Jeremiah 3:15 is that the 

context gets twisted. Keep in mind that Jeremiah 3:15 is a providential 

promise of God to Israel based on the conditional repentance of the 

“faithless children” in verse 14. It is akin to the prophetic promise in 

Jeremiah 31:10, where God speaks of his scattered flock being gathered 

once again and shepherded by Him. 

 

If we do not approach the Scriptures correctly, we will mix and match 

pieces of the text out of context. We will end up with a blending of the 

contents from different passages to suit our own liking rather than an 

understanding of the prophecy according to God’s intention for us. Such 

approaches to biblical study will render the harmony of the Word like a 

patchwork quilt sewn together without any particular pattern or design. 

 

Remain vigilant to study the Word in its context. Give God the opportunity 

to illuminate on the mysteries that were once hidden but are now revealed 

in the contents of God’s Word. The Spirit of God will guide you through 

your Bible study if you remain open to His leading you through the 

Scriptures. 

 

Additionally, your study of the Bible should include your usage of the right 

Bible study tools and helps. A solid study Bible is a great starting place for 

many Christians. This includes chain reference Bible systems. Since all 

study Bibles are not the same, be sure to research the type of study system 

provided by the publisher and compare it to other popular study Bibles 

available for purchase. 

 

Here is a short list of the study Bibles that I recommend based upon my 

research: 

 John MacArthur Study Bible 

 Scofield Reference Study Bible 



 Thompson Chain-Reference Bible 

 Life Application Study Bible 

 Ryrie Study Bible 

 

Be careful with commentaries. Afterall, the root word is “comment,” and 

they provide an interpretation by someone based on their own theological 

perspective. Give careful consideration to the time period of any 

commentary that you select and reference. Utilize commentary to give 

greater insight and help understanding the passage of study. 

 

According to Jeremiah 3:15, the goal is that the leadership and guidance of 

the shepherds would provide the people within the flock with knowledge 

and understanding. The example of the shepherds failing to fulfill their role 

and the responsibility in both Jeremiah 10:21 and Ezekiel chapter 34 show 

us that the inherent trouble with trusting fallible men to lead others. 

Ultimately, the reality is that the role of the shepherd is significant in 

teaching us our need for the Lord as the Good Shepherd. The modern 

Christian is to honor and respect the pastors and leaders over them in the 

Lord for the sake of their labor in the Lord’s name, but they are to serve and 

follow the example of the Lord as provided to us in the Scriptures. 

 

Keep watch over yourselves and the entire flock of which the Holy Spirit 

has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which He 

purchased with His own blood. 

Acts 20:28 (NIV) 


