
Jeremiah Journey Week 14 

Disillusioned about the Desolation and the Destruction to Come 
 

. . . Do not pray for the welfare for this people 

- Jeremiah 14:11 (ESV) 

 

Upon reading chapter 14, I recognize that there are some similarities to chapter 11. Among the 

similarities, I would have to say that none stands out as glaringly as God’s command to the 

prophet to not pray for this people. It comes up in chapter 14 in verse 11, and it is backed by 

God’s declaration to “remember their iniquity and punish their sins.”  

 

Desolate Land Leads to Desperate Cries & Prayers for Help 

 

Verses 1-9 show us the depths of the desolation of the land. The effects on those seeking water 

from the cisterns and the farmers who cannot grow crops to the doe and other animals depict a 

desperate condition due to no rain. This brings about the pleading prayers and outcries of the 

people to the Lord, seeking mercy despite their sins and iniquity. Despite their desperate 

prayers, the Lord refuses to help them and He declares in verse 10 to “remember their iniquity 

and punish their sins.” 

 

But I will consume them by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence 

- Jeremiah 14:12 (ESV) 

 

Jeremiah shared that the prophets among the people were saying that God’s declared 

destruction of Israel was not going to occur upon His people. He witnessed what they said to the 

people and upon sharing this with God, God responded with His condemnation of their lies to 

the people. 

 

And the Lord said to me, “The prophets prophesy lies in My name. I have 

not sent them, commanded them, nor spoken to them; they prophesy to 

you a false vision, divination, a worthless thing, and the deceit of their 

heart. 

- Jeremiah 14:14 (NKJV) 

 

Therefore, thus says the Lord concerning the prophets who prophesy in My 

name, whom I did not send, and who say, ‘Sword and famine shall not be in this 

land’— ‘By sword and famine those prophets shall be consumed! And the people 

to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the 

famine and the sword; they will have no one to bury them—them nor their wives, 

their sons nor their daughters—for I will pour their wickedness on them.’ 

- Jeremiah 14;15-16 (NKJV) 

As you study this week, keep in mind how God’s 

Word is communicated to God’s people. 


