
Jeremiah Journey Week 16: 

A Disgraceful Death for Israel 
CHAPTER 16 SUMMARY 

This chapter opens up with God giving Jeremiah a stern 
warning not to take a wife or have children in this land 
(vv. 1-4). The Lord goes on to detail the disgraceful 
deaths that people of this land will face, and He tells 
Jeremiah not to engage or indulge in their mourning 
and offer them “no cup of consolation.” Yet, at some 
point, God delves into His coming restoration of Israel 
and the lesson to be learned through their captivity. 

Therefore behold, I will 
this once cause them to 

know, 
I will cause them to 

know 
My hand and My might; 
And they shall know that 

My name is the Lord. 
Jeremiah 16:21 (NKJV) 

And it shall be, when you show 
this people all these words, and 

they say to you, ‘Why has the Lord 
pronounced all this great disaster 

against us? Or what is our 
iniquity? Or what is our sin that 
we have committed against the 

Lord our God?’ 
Jeremiah 16:10 (NKJV) 

The disaster placed on Israel should 
not come as a surprise according to 
God’s response in verses 11-12. He 
pointed out the sin of their fathers 

forsaking Him and not keeping His law 
as they went after other gods. He goes 

on to spell out how this generation had 
“done worse” than their fathers. In 

verse 13, God says He will cast them out 
of the land and into captivity “and there 

you shall serve other gods day and 
night, where I will not show you favor.”  

No one shall break bread 
for the mourner, to 
comfort him for the 

dead, nor shall anyone 
give him the cup of 

consolation to drink for 
his father or his mother. 

Jeremiah 16: 7 (ESV) 

Discover More: No Cup of Consolation 
According to Easton’s Bible Dictionary, the cup 
symbolizes a custom of partaking in the consoling of 
others, particularly friends and relatives in mourning. It 
is related to Proverbs 31:6 which says:  Give strong 
drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto 
those that be of heavy hearts. Also, check the Jewish 
Encyclopedia for more information. 

but ‘The Lord lives who brought up 
the children of Israel from the land of 

the north and from all the lands 
where He had driven them.’ For I will 
bring them back into their land which 

I gave to their fathers. 
Jeremiah 16:15 (NKJV) 

 
Will a man make gods for himself, 

Which are not gods? 
Jeremiah 16:20 (NKJV)  

Focus on Your Faith: 
Our failure to remain faithful is not 
always about us doing something as 
blatant as idolatry, following other 
gods. At times, we fail to focus our 
faith by not doing what we know we 
are expected to do with and for God. 
Look at God’s accusations against 
Israel in verses 11-12. Remember, it is 
sin to know what you ought to do and 
then not do it. - James 4:17 (NLT). 
Spend some time this week putting 
your faith back into focus once again. 

Join us weekly for Live @ Lunch Bible Study at 11 AM every Wednesday. 

https://www.christianity.com/bible/dictionary.php?dict=ebd&id=938
https://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/4615-consolation
https://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/4615-consolation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m015MguYJmQ&list=PLSKSE-GGYZNAki6t2wqAHCINc_UQqTOMO

