
Jeremiah Journey Week #25 

70 Years of Captivity in Babylon 

This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and these nations shall 
serve the king of Babylon seventy years (v. 11, ESV) 
Jeremiah calls out the 
refusal and rebellion of the 
people to follow God and 
accept His message and 
call for repentance. 
 
For twenty-three years, 
from the thirteenth year of 
Josiah the son of Amon, 
king of Judah, to this day, 
the word of the Lord has 
come to me, and I have 
spoken persistently to you, 
but you have not listened. 
(v. 3, ESV) 
 
Again and again the Lord 
has sent you his servants, 
the prophets, but you have 
not listened or even paid 
attention. (v. 4, NLT) 
 

The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the 
people of Judah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son 
of Josiah, king of Judah (that was the first year of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), 2 which Jeremiah the 
prophet spoke to all the people of Judah and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem (vv. 1-2, ESV) 

 
I will take away your happy singing and laughter. The 
joyful voices of bridegrooms and brides will no longer be 
heard. . . (V. 11, NLT) 

 

By the rivers of Babylon, we sat and wept when we 

remembered Zion. 
2 There on the poplars 

    we hung our harps, 
3 for there our captors asked us for songs, 

    our tormentors demanded songs of joy; 

    they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 
4 How can we sing the songs of the LORD 

    while in a foreign land? 

- Psalm 137:1-4 (NIV) 

15 Thus the Lord, the God 
of Israel, said to me: “Take 
from my hand this cup of 
the wine of wrath, and 
make all the nations to 
whom I send you drink it. 
16 They shall drink and 
stagger and be crazed 
because of the sword that I 
am sending among them.” 
(v. 15-16, ESV) 

God’s cup of anger is called 
the wine of wrath (ESV). He 
points out that “the Lord’s 
fierce anger” will cause the 
meadows to turn into a 
wasteland and make the land 
turn desolate “by the sword of 
the enemy and the Lord’s 
fierce anger.” 

Translation 
Comparison: NLT vs 
ESV (v. 35) 
You will find no place to 
hide; there will be no 
way to escape. (NLT) 
 
No refuge will remain 
for the shepherds, 
    nor escape for the 
lords of the flock. (ESV) 


