
Jeremiah Journey Week #26: 

Jeremiah Escapes Death 

Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets 

whom your fathers killed. – Luke 11:47 (ESV) 

 

This is what God in his wisdom said about you: ‘I will 

send prophets and apostles to them, but they will kill 

some and persecute the others.’ – Luke 11:49 (NLT) 

The prophets of God have a 

long and storied history of 

mistreatment by god’s people.  

Sadly, many lost their lives as 

the people refused to hear their 

messages. 

“This is what the Lord says: Stand in the courtyard in front of the Temple of the Lord and 

make an announcement to the people who have come there to worship from all over Judah. 

Give them my entire message; include every word. – Jeremiah 26:2 (ESV) 

Jeremiah confirmed his obedience to delivering God’s message in chapter 25. In chapter 26, 

we see Jeremiah continuing to deliver God’s message as an obedient servant. Unfortunately, 

Jeremiah’s message was not received well by his audience. 

4 You shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord: 

If you will not listen to me, to walk in my law 

that I have set before you, 5 and to listen to 

the words of my servants the prophets whom 

I send to you urgently, though you have not 

listened, 6 then I will make this house like 

Shiloh, and I will make this city a curse for all 

the nations of the earth.’” (v.4-6, ESV) 

But when Jeremiah had finished his 

message, saying everything the Lord had 

told him to say, the priests and prophets 

and all the people at the Temple mobbed 

him. “Kill him!” they shouted (v.8, NLT) 

The reference to Shiloh depicts the land “. 

. .where Hophni and Phinehas served as 

priests of the Lord. . . the sons of Eli” (1 

Sam. 1:3, NCV) 

Local rulers heard of the mob and held court 

on the spot at the New Gate. The priests and 

other prophets argued against Jeremiah’s 

prophecy. Jeremiah warned that killing him 

would be killing an “innocent man.” 

Then Jeremiah spoke to the officials and the 

people in his own defense. “The Lord sent 

me to prophesy against this Temple and this 

city,” he said. “The Lord gave me every word 

that I have spoken. (v. 12, ESV) 

But as for me, behold, I am in 

your hands. Do with me as 

seems good and right to you. 

Only know for certain that if 

you put me to death, you will 

bring innocent blood upon 

yourselves and upon this city 

and its inhabitants, for in truth 

the Lord sent me to you to 

speak all these words in your 

ears.” (vv. 14-15, ESV) 

Uriah was another prophet who spoke against the city. The 

king sought to kill him, and the prophet escaped to Egypt. 

However, a detachment of men was sent to Egypt by the king 

and eventually killed the prophet. 

The officials of Judah reminded the 

priests and the mob should recall 

another prophet (“Micah of 

Moresheth”) and his prophecy as well 

as how it was received by the people, 

saying: “. . . we are about to do 

ourselves great harm.” (v. 19, NLT) 

But the hand of 

Ahikam the son of 

Shaphan was with 

Jeremiah so that he 

was not given over to 

the people to be put 

to death. (v. 20, ESV) 

Jeremiah preached a prophecy that offered a way to change the coming disaster. The people 

heard his entire message and only focused on the part of the Temple. 

 Why do you think that the priest and others focused on the destruction of the Temple rather 

than God’s offer to hold off the disaster “if they will listen and turn from their evil ways?” 

 


