
Jeremiah Journey Week #24 

Some Rotten Fruit Does Not Ruin All of the Fruit 

 

After Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had taken 
into exile from Jerusalem Jeconiah the son of 
Jehoiakim, king of Judah, together with the 

officials of Judah, the craftsmen, and the metal 
workers, and had brought them to Babylon, the 
Lord showed me this vision: behold, two baskets 
of figs placed before the temple of the Lord. (v.1, 

ESV) 

Chapter 24 Background: 
And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah, 
Jehoiachin's uncle, king in his place, and 

changed his name to Zedekiah.  
– 2 Kings 24:17 (ESV) 

 
Zedekiah was 21 years old when he took the 
throne and he ruled for 11 years. Refused to 

humble himself (2 Chron. 36:12) 
 

But Zedekiah did what was evil in the LORD's 
sight, just as Jehoiakim had done.  

- Jeremiah 52:2 (NIV) 
 

Zedekiah and Jehoiakim, much like Jeconiah, 
were nothing like their forefather and 

predecessor Josiah while on the throne. Josiah 
maintained covenant with the Lord to banish 
idol worship and sought to lead Judah back to 
the Lord. You have those who refused to listen 
to Jeremiah and return to the Lord, and even 

the ones who tried to kill Jeremiah. 

Jeconiah’s Exile:  
The king was exiled and carried away in 597 B.C. 
with the temple treasures of Israel and 10,000 elite 
citizens. In contrast, the northern kingdom of 
Israel was demolished by Assyria in 722 B.C. for its 
idol worship of Baal and Asherah. An Asherah pole 
is a sacred tree or pole that stood near Canaanite 
religious locations to honor the Ugaritic mother 
goddess Asherah, consort of El. 

Figs in the 
two baskets: 

One set ripe, 
fresh figs. 

Another set were 
“bad figs” which 
were ‘too rotten 

to eat.’ 

 
The Lord’s Message about the Figs 

 
The Good Figs 

 
Represents “the exiles I sent from 

Judah” to Babylon. I will watch over 
and care for them, and I will bring 

them back here again. . .(v. 6, NLT). “.  
.  . They will be my people, and I will be 

their God, for they will return to me 
wholeheartedly.” (v. 7, NLT) 

The Bad Figs 
 

King Zedekiah of Judah, his officials, all of the 
people left in Jerusalem and those living in 

Egypt. 
 

I will make them an object of horror and a 
symbol of evil to every nation on earth. They 
will be disgraced and mocked, taunted and 
cursed, wherever I scatter them. (v. 9, NLT) 

 

Jeremiah 32:40 calls 
it “an everlasting 

covenant with them” 

I will bring them home again 
to live in Jerusalem. 
Zechariah 8:8 (NLT) 

1. How does God’s message about the 
good figs and bad figs connect to the 
background information in verse 1? 

2. Why the two separate baskets? Why not 
a mixture of both bad and good figs? 

3. Why do you think the bad figs include 
Zedekiah and his officials? 

4. Of the exiles “sent from Judah,” 
Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of 
Judah, will not return. What was his 
fate according to Jeremiah 22:24-26? 

Hebrews 8:10 
quotes the 
entirety of 
Jeremiah 

31:34 

. . .the new covenant I will make 
with the people of Israel. . . I will 
be their God, and they will be my 

people. 
Jeremiah 31:33 (NLT) 


