
Jeremiah Journey Week #28 

We Won’t Get Fooled Again 

Hananiah the son of Azzur, the prophet from Gibeon (v.1, ESV) 
 

Hananiah means: "Yahweh is gracious" in Hebrew. Grace, mercy, gift of the Lord. 
 

A son of Azzur, and a false prophet from Gibeon, who made the people believe in a lie. He 
was rebuked by the prophet Jeremiah, and he died within a year (Jeremiah 28:1-17). 

 https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Hananiah.html  
 

Adam Clarke Commentary 
Hananiah the son of Azur the prophet — One who called himself a prophet; who 

pretended to be in commerce with the Lord, and to receive revelations from him. He 
was probably a priest; for he was of Gibeon, a sacerdotal city in the tribe of Benjamin. 

This is what Hananiah said: 2 “The Lord All-Powerful, the 
God of the people of Israel, says: ‘I will break the yoke that 

the king of Babylon has put on the people of Judah. 3 Before 
two years are over, I will bring back all the things that King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon took from the Lord’s Temple. 
Nebuchadnezzar has carried those things to Babylon. But I 

will bring them back here to Jerusalem. 4 I will also bring the 
king of Judah, Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim, back to this 
place. And I will bring back all the people of Judah that 
Nebuchadnezzar forced to leave their homes and go to 

Babylon,’ says the Lord. ‘So, I will break the yoke that the 
king of Babylon put on the people of Judah.’” V. 1-4, ERV 

Chapter 28 opens 
with the prophet 

Hananiah sharing his 
message of God 

breaking the yoke that 
the king of Babylon 

has put on the people 
of Judah (v. 2). He 
stated that within 2 
years, not the 70 

years as prophesied 
by Jeremiah, people 

would return to Judah. 

May the Lord make the message you say come true. 
. . But listen to what I have to say to you and to all the 

people. There were prophets long before you and I 
became prophets, Hananiah. They spoke against 
many countries and great kingdoms and always 

warned that war, hunger, and disease would come to 
them.  V. 6-8, ERV 

Jeremiah’s response to 
Hananiah was gracious but 

subtle. He was sure to 
mention the prophets who 

came “long before” either of 
them became prophets. 

As for the prophet who 
prophesies peace, when 
the word of that prophet 
comes to pass, then it 
will be known that the 
Lord has truly sent the 

prophet. V. 9, ESV 

So, a prophet who 
predicts peace must show 
he is right. Only when his 
predictions come true can 
we know that he is really 

from the Lord.  
V. 9, NLT 

False prophets are either 
proven right or wrong by 

whether their predictions come 
to pass or not. 

Comparing the English Standard (ESV) to the 
New Living Translation (NLT) side by side, 
we can see similarities between the biblical 

texts in translation. 

In that same year, in the seventh month, 
the prophet Hananiah died. V. 17, ESV 

 


