
Jeremiah Journey Week #29 

God’s Plan: Where Do You Fit In? 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. - Jeremiah 29:11 (ESV) 

 
“For I know the plans I have for you. . .” 

 
To better understand the context of the 

message, you need to identify what clues lie 
within its contents and surrounding passages. 

 
Who is “I” in this passage? 

Who is “you” in this passage? 

The best way to see verse 
11 in its context is to read 
the opening verses of the 

chapter. 
Read Jeremiah 29:1-11 

“I” in this verse is the Lord. We see 
that within the verse the phrase 

“declares the LORD” and when we 
read verse 4: “Thus says the LORD of 

hosts, the God of Israel” 

“You” in this verse requires us to return to verse 1 about 
the audience of the letter: “all the people whom 

Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon.” Verse 4 gives us further confirmation with the 
declaration: “to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile 

from Jerusalem to Babylon” 

Despite the sound of its words like “hope” and “prosper,” this passage is about the exiles 
learning to make it in Babylon for 70 years of captivity and then prepare for God to return 
them home. This is not about God’s plan for every believer’s life in Christ. This is not an 
outpouring of inspiration and uplift as many people to quote it as a pick-me-up and lift-

me-up biblical verse.  

The Lord who rules over all is the God of 
Israel. He says, “Do not let the prophets 
trick you. Do not be fooled by those who 
claim to have secret knowledge. Do not 
listen to people who try to explain their 

dreams to you. All of them are prophesying 
lies to you in my name. I have not sent 

them,” announces the Lord 
Jeremiah 29:8-9 (NIV) 

The issue of false prophecy was still 
abound among the people of God 

providing people with false hope of 
the prospect of their fate in exile 
ending sooner than 70 years. God 
addresses these lies in verses 8-9, 
then confirms the 70 years of exile 

again in verse 10. 
The Lord says, “You will be forced to live in Babylon for 70 years. After they are over, I 

will come to you. . . I will bring you back home. (v. 10, NIV) 

That’s because they have not listened to my 
words,” announces the Lord. “I sent 

messages to them again and again. I sent 
them through my servants the prophets. 

And you who were taken to Babylon have 
not listened either,” announces the Lord. 

(v. 19, NIV) 
What type of devastation did the Lord say 

those who remained home would 
experience during this exile? 

Shemaiah vs. Jeremiah (verses 24-32) 
According to Shemaiah, Jeremiah deserved 
reprimanding by Zephaniah for claiming to 
be a prophet and sending such a message 

to the exiles in Babylon.  
 

How does the Lord’s handling of Shemaiah 
fit with what He has said over the last 2 

chapters?  

 


