
Who is Hananiah? 

Hananiah means: "Yahweh is gracious" in Hebrew. Grace, mercy, gift of the Lord. 

Etymology 

From (1) the verb  חנן (hanan), to be gracious, and (2) יה (yah), the shortened name of the Lord. 

A son of Azzur, and a false prophet from Gibeon, who made the people believe in a lie. He was rebuked 

by the prophet Jeremiah, and he died within a year (Jeremiah 28:1-17). 
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Hananiah the son of Azzur, the prophet from Gibeon (v.1, ESV) 

“the son of Azzur”: 

The Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the east gate of the house of the LORD, which faces east. And 

behold, at the entrance of the gateway there were twenty-five men. And I saw among them Jaazaniah 

the son of Azzur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, princes of the people. (Ezek. 11:1, ESV) 

Verse 2-4 explain how these men were evil and prophesied lies to the people, citing God calling the Son 

of man (Ezekiel) to “prophesy against the people” (v. 4, ERV) 

“from Gibeon” 

The people from the city of Gibeon heard about the way Joshua had defeated Jericho and Ai. So they 

decided to try to trick the Israelites. . . Joshua 9:3-4 (ERV) 

then out of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon with its pasturelands, Geba with its pasturelands Joshua 21:17 

(ESV) 

The division of land among the tribes of Israel in Joshua includes the tribe of Benjamin receiving four 

cities including the city of Gibeon with its pasturelands (Joshua 21:17-18). 

Adam Clarke Commentary 

Hananiah the son of Azur the prophet — One who called himself a prophet; who pretended to be in 

commerce with the Lord, and to receive revelations from him. He was probably a priest; for he was of 

Gibeon, a sacerdotal city in the tribe of Benjamin.  

Coffman’s Commentary 

Hananiah means "`The Lord is Gracious,' and there are no less than fourteen characters in the Old 

Testament who bear this name". . . The very fact of his being a Gibeonite should have suggested caution 

to the people. The citizens of this place deceived Joshua and earned for themselves favored status in the 

conquest of Canaan (Joshua 9:23) 
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