
Live @ Lunch Bible Study 

#JeremiahJourney Week #34 
God’s Covenant Calls for Debt Relief 

Thus says the LORD God of Israel, 'I made a 
covenant with your forefathers in the day 

that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage, saying, At the 

end of seven years each of you shall set free 
his Hebrew brother who has been sold to you 
and has served you six years, you shall send 

him out free from you; but your forefathers 
did not obey Me or incline their ear to Me. 

Jeremiah chapter 34 is basically a 2-part 
chapter: 
 

• Part1: The Warning to King Zedekiah of the 
Babylonian Invasion and the Results (vv. 
1-7) 

• Part 2: The Relief of Debtors According to 
God’s Covenant (vv.8-22) 

Jeremiah 34: 13-14 (NASB) God established the seventh year concept within 
His covenant with the children of Israel after 
delivering them from bondage in Egypt. Look in 
Deuteronomy 15:1-6; Exodus 23:10-

13; Leviticus 25:1-7 for more background 
information. It comes into play in the second part 
of chapter 34 of Jeremiah due to the actions of 
King Zedekiah and his officials. 

You will not escape from his grasp but will 
surely be captured and given into his hands. 
You will see the king of Babylon with your 

own eyes, and he will speak with you face to 
face. And you will go to Babylon. 

Jeremiah 34:2 (NIV) 

God outlines His plans for King Zedekiah (vv. 2-5) 

• City given over to Babylon and will burn (v. 2) 

• Zedekiah will go to Babylon (v. 3) 

• You will not die by the sword (v. 4) 

• You shall die in peace. (v.5) 

I will deliver into the hands of their enemies 
who want to kill them. Their dead bodies will 

become food for the birds and the wild 
animals 

Jeremiah 34:20 (NIV) 

God spoke openly on His plans for those who did 
not uphold the covenant which they made. He 
makes it plain who He is talking about in verse 
19: the officials of Judah, the officials of 
Jerusalem, the eunuchs, the priests, and all the 
people of the land who pledged so. Read more 
about it in verses 20-21. 

Yet you turned and profaned My name, and each man took back his male servant and each man 
his female servant whom you had set free according to their desire, and you brought them into 

subjection to be your male servants and female servants– Jeremiah 34: 16 (NASB) 
In verse 16, God fires off and breaks down how King Zedekiah and the officials turned on their 

own word and made the recently freed into slaves again. These men failed to keep their promises 

and uphold their covenant.   

How does the actions of these men compare with what we learned about God as a promise 

keeper last week?  

 

 


