
Jeremiah Journey: Week #31 

Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah – 

Jeremiah 31:31 (NKJV) 
The new future promised to 
Israel and Judah hinges upon 
a “new covenant” between 
God and them. God declares 
that the people will plant and 
reap again as well as dance 
and sing again, rejoicing in 
the fulfillment of their new 
future under a new covenant 
with God. 

Covenants: 
According to the bridgeway Bible 
Dictionary: “A covenant was an 

agreement between two parties that 
laid down conditions and 

guaranteed benefits, depending 
upon a person’s keeping or breaking 
the covenant.” Additionally, it says: 

“Covenants between God and the 
people he created, however, differed 
from purely human covenants. They 

were not agreements between 
equals, because God was always the 

one who gave, and people were 
always the ones who received.” 

 
Examples of biblical covenants: 
Genesis 6:18; 15:18; 21:22-32; 

31:44-54; 1 Samuel 18:3-4; Malachi 
2:14 

“At that time,” declares the Lord, 
“I will be the God of all the 

families of Israel, and they shall 
be My people.” (v. 1, NASB) 

In Ramah, a voice is heard, crying, 
and weeping loudly. Rachel mourns 

for her children and refuses to be 
comforted because they are dead. 

Jeremiah 31:15 (CEV) 
God’s message about Ephraim (verses 5-22) is not a detour or 

departure from Israel. Ephraim was treated as “first born” 
(prototokos) despite his birth order and due to the favoritism of 

his grandfather Jacob. The favoritism displayed by Jacob 
impacted his children, especially Joseph. Ephraim is symbolically 

representing the Northern Kingdom of Israel. According to 
Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, The religious character of the 

restoration of the ten tribes. Chastisement brought repentance, 
and with it forgiveness; therefore God decrees their restoration. 

For this is the covenant 
which I will make with the 
house of Israel after those 

days, declares the Lord: I will 
put My law within them and 
write it on their heart; and I 
will be their God, and they 

shall be My people. 
- Jeremiah 31:33 (NASB) 

Clarity on Covenants 
Covenants were considered to be: 

o Commitments 

o Conditional 

o Contractual 

o Consensual 
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