
Jeremiah Journey Week 39 

The Fall of Jerusalem 
In the fourth month of Zedekiah's eleventh year, on the ninth day of the month, 

the city was broken into. 
-Jeremiah 39:2 (HCSB) 

 
The opening verses of chapter 39 mark the dates and time period when 
things began to truly unravel for the Kingdom of Judah and the city of 
Jerusalem. Verse 1 says: “In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the 
tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against 
Jerusalem and besieged it” (ESV). Follow that up with verse 2, where it says 
that “the city wall was broken through,” according to the NIV.  
 
Just imagine what else could go wrong as hopes of God sparing them of the 
attack from the Northern invaders began to evaporate and thoughts of escape 
became futile for those within the city. 
When Zedekiah king of 

Judah and all the 
soldiers saw them, they 
fled, going out of the city 
at night by way of the 
king’s garden through 

the gate between the two 
walls; and they went 
toward the Arabah. 

-Jeremiah 39:4 (ESV) 

Zedekiah’s escape plans 
failed and proved futile. 
He was captured and 
forced to watch on as his 
own sons were killed 
and the nobles were 
slaughtered, according 
to verse 6. Then, in 
verse 7, his eyes were 
put out and he was 
bound in shackles to be 
taken to Babylon. 

The other results of the 
Babylonian invasion: 

• All dwellings were 
burned down 

• Jerusalem’s walls 
were broken up 

• The remaining 
people were exiled 
to Babylon with the 
exception of the 
poor and Jeremiah  

“Take him, look after him well, 
and do him no harm, but deal 

with him as he tells you.” 
- Jeremiah 39:12 (ESV) 

The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah 
while he was shut up in the court of the 

guard: 
“Go, and say to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, 
‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of 

Israel: Behold, I will fulfill my words against 
this city for harm and not for good, and they 

shall be accomplished before you on that 
day. 

But I will deliver you on that day, declares 
the LORD, and you shall not be given into the 
hand of the men of whom you are afraid. For 
I will surely save you, and you shall not fall 
by the sword, but you shall have your life as 

a prize of war, because you have put your 
trust in me, declares the LORD.’” 

- Jeremiah 39:15-18 (ESV) 

Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon gave clear 
instructions on the care for 
Jeremiah and they were 
carried out by Nebuzaradan, 
the captain of the guard. 
Jeremiah was removed from 
the court of the prison and 
placed in another’s charge 
where he lived “among his own 
people,” according to the NIV. 

Imagine how differently things would have turned out for King Zedekiah and the city 
if the king and the people had heeded the words of God spoken by Jeremiah. 

 


