
Jeremiah Journey Week #37 

False Imprisonment for Jeremiah 
Zedekiah the son of Josiah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made 
king in the land of Judah, reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim.  
But neither he nor his servants nor the people of the land listened to the 

words of the LORD that he spoke through Jeremiah the prophet.  
(vv. 1-2, ESV)  

The army of Pharaoh had come out of Egypt. And when the 
Chaldeans who were besieging Jerusalem heard news about 

them, they withdrew from Jerusalem. 
(v. 5, ESV) 

 
The army of Egypt (Pharaoh’s army) was known as one of the 
most powerful armies in the world. Based upon this view, it 

was understandable for the Chaldeans (Babylonians) to 
withdraw from Jerusalem. 

 
The Egyptian army assembled by Pharaoh to pursue the fleeing 

Israelites was a powerful professional army composed of “horses and 
chariots, charioteers and fighting men.” In the Ancient Near East 
the horse was associated with war, and power for it was always 
associated with kings and armies and never with the common 

people. The horse was introduced in the Ancient Near East in the 
second millennium B.C. The use of chariots was widespread among 
the Hittites in Anatolia, the Hyksos in Syro-Palestine, and among 

the Kassites in Mesopotamia. The horse was introduced in Egypt by 
the Hyksos at the time they invaded and conquered Egypt. 

- According to Dr. Claude Marriottini 

Thus says 
the LORD, 

Do not 
deceive 

yourselves, 
saying, 
“The 

Chaldeans 
will surely 
go away 
from us,” 
for they 

will not go 
away. 

(v. 9, ESV) 

When he was at the Benjamin Gate, a sentry there 
named Irijah the son of Shelemiah, son of 

Hananiah, seized Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 
“You are deserting to the Chaldeans.”  

And Jeremiah said, “It is a lie; I am not deserting 
to the Chaldeans.” But Irijah would not listen to 
him and seized Jeremiah and brought him to the 

officials. And the officials were enraged at 
Jeremiah, and they beat him and imprisoned him 
in the house of Jonathan the secretary, for it had 

been made a prison. (vv. 13-15, ESV) 

Jeremiah also said to 
King Zedekiah, “What 

wrong have I done to you 
or your servants or this 
people, that you have 

put me in prison?  
(v. 18, ESV) 

 
Now hear, please, O my 

lord the king: let my 
humble plea come before 
you and do not send me 

back to the house of 
Jonathan the secretary, 

lest I die there. 
(v. 20, ESV) 

Jeremiah is seized, beaten, and imprisoned due to 
the belief that he was an ally of the Chaldeans. 
When called by King Zedekiah, Jeremiah shared 
the words of the Lord and appealed to the king to 
not return to the house of Jonathan again. The 
king gave orders for Jeremiah to be held in the 
courtyard of the guard instead. 

 

https://claudemariottini.com/2018/06/28/pharaoh-and-his-army/

