
Jeremiah Journey Week #38 
Out of the Mud 

"Thus says the LORD, 'He 
who stays in this city will 
die by the sword and by 
famine and by pestilence, 
but he who goes out to the 
Chaldeans will live and 
have his own life as booty 
and stay alive.' (v. 2, NASB) 
 
"Thus says the LORD, 'This 
city will certainly be given 
into the hand of the army of 
the king of Babylon and he 
will capture it.'" (v. 3, NASB) 

Jeremiah could be considered 
outspoken and challenging. Some 
would see him as outspoken 
because he continued to share the 
prophetic words of God to the 

people regardless of threat of 
imprisonment or potential death. 
Some would consider him 
challenging due to his preaching of 
an unpopular outcome for Judah 
and Israel dealing with the 

Chaldeans.  

“. . . He who stays in this city will 
die by. . . “ 

• Sword: violent death 

• Famine: death by hunger 

• Pestilence: death by plague & 
disease 

The court of princes heard Jeremiah speaking these 
words to the people (v. 1) and went to the king of 
Judah regarding Jeremiah. “. . . For this man does 
not seek the welfare of this people, but their harm” 
(v. 4). King Zedekiah was powerless against the 
princes and left Jeremiah’s fate in their hands, 
according to verse 5. 

Then they took 
Jeremiah and cast him 
into the cistern of 
Malchijah the king's 
son, which was in the 
court of the 
guardhouse; and they 
let Jeremiah down 
with ropes. Now in the 
cistern there was no 
water but only mud, 
and Jeremiah sank 
into the mud. (v. 6, 
NASB) 

Ebed-Melech (“Servant of the King”) 
was an Ethiopian eunuch who heard 
about Jeremiah’s imprisonment and 
its conditions, then went to the king 
on behalf of Jeremiah. King 
Zedekiah told him to get Jeremiah “. 
. . out of the dungeon before he dies” 
(v. 10, NKJV)  

A foreigner 
demonstrated 
more concern 
for Jeremiah 
than the king 
of the land 
where he 
prophesied. 

Zedekiah summoned Jeremiah to 
him secretly, asking out of fear of his 
own personal safety. Jeremiah said: 
“And if I give you advice, you will not 
listen to me” (v. 15, NKJV). He 
advised the king on what would 
happen if he surrendered and if he 
did not do so. “. . . obey the voice of 
the Lord which I speak to you.” (v. 
20, NKJV). 

Zedekiah told 
Jeremiah not to 
share their 
conversation, and 
when he was 
questioned about 
it, Jeremiah 
answered as the 
king had 
instructed him. 

So Jeremiah 
stayed in the 
court of the 
guardhouse 
until the day 
that Jerusalem 
was captured. 
(v. 28, NASB) 

 


